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The contents of this Brief Reading 
are taken from the thirtieth chapter of 
Swedenborg’s work on Heaven and 
Hell, a new translation of which, with 
an elaborate index, has just been pub- 
lished in octavo form, 450 pages, and in 
sixteenmo form (the same size of page 
and type as this pamphlet), 633 pages. 
The price of the octavo in plain cloth 
binding is fifty cents; when sent by 
mail sixty-eight cents. The price of the 
smaller edition in extra cloth binding, 
gilt top, including postage, is fifty cents. 
in plain blue cloth, forty cents; in heavy 
blue paper cover, thirty cents. For this 
work in these and other forms and lan- 
guages, and all other works of Sweden- 
borg, address American Swedenborg 
Printing and Publishing Society, 3 West 
Twenty-ninth Street, New York City. 


VII, The Wisdom of the Angels 


comprehended, because it too greatly trans- 
cends human wisdom to be compared with 
it; and whatever is thus transcendent does not 
seem to be any thing. Moreover, some truths that 
must enter into a description of it are as yet un- 
recognized, and until these are recognized they 
exist in the mind as shadows, and thus hide the 
thing as it is in itself. Nevertheless, these truths 
can be both recognized and comprehended, pro- 
vided the mind takes any interest in them; for in- 
terest carries light with it because it is from love; 
and upon those who love the things pertaining to 
Divine and heavenly wisdom light shines forth 
from heaven and gives enlightenment. 
What the wisdom of the angels is can be 


ie nature of angelic wisdom can scarcely be 


inferred from the fact that they are in the light 
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of heaven, and the light of heaven in its essence is 
Divine truth or Divine wisdom; and this light en- 
lightens at the same time their inner sight, or sight 
of the mind, and their outer sight, or sight of the 
eyes. The angels are also in heavenly heat, which in 
its essence is Divine good or Divine love, and from 
that they have an affection and longing to become 
wise. 7 

That the angels have supereminent wisdom is 
shown by the fact that their speech is the speech 
of wisdom, for it flows directly and spontaneously 

from thought, and their thought from their affec- 
— tion, thus their speech is thought from affection in 
outward form; consequently there is nothing to 
withdraw them from the Divine influx, and nothing 
from without such as enters into the speech of man 
from other thoughts. 

That the angels have such wisdom is in har- 
mony with the fact that all things that they behold 
with their eyes and perceive by their senses agree 
with their wisdom, since they are correspondences 
of it, and thus the objects perceived are represent- 
ative forms of the things that constitute their 
wisdom. 

Furthermore, the thoughts of angels are not 


limited and contra¢ted by ideas from space and 
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time, as human thoughts are, for spaces and times 
belong to nature, and the things that belong to 
nature withdraw the mind from spiritual things, 
and deprive intellectual sight of its proper range. 

Again, the thoughts of angels are neither 
brought down to earthly and material things, nor 
interrupted by anxieties about the necessities of 
life; thus they are not withdrawn by such things 
from the delights of wisdom, as the thoughts of 
men in the world are; for all things come to them 
gratuitously from the Lord; they are clothed gra- 
tuitously, are fed gratuitously, are housed gratuit- 
ously ; and besides this they receive delights and 
pleasures in the degree of their reception of wis- 
dom from the Lord. 

Angels are capable of receiving such wisdom 
because their interiors are open; and wisdom, 
like every other perfection, increases towards the 
interiors, thus to the extent that interiors are 
opened. In every angel there are three degrees 
of life, corresponding to the three heavens—those in 
whom the first degree has been opened are in the 
first or outmost heaven; those in whom the sec- 
ond degree has been opened are in the second 
or middle heaven; and those in whom the third 
degree has been opened are in the third or inmost 
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heaven. The wisdom of angels in the heavens 
is in accord with these degrees. Therefore the 
wisdom of the angels of the inmost heaven im- 
measurably surpasses the wisdom of angels of the 
middle heaven, and the wisdom of these immeas- 
urably surpasses the wisdom of angels of the out- 
most heaven. | 

There are such differences because a higher 
degree consists of particulars, and a lower de- 
gree of generals, and generals are containants of 
particulars. Particulars compared with generals are 
thousands or myriads to one; and such is the wis- 
dom of the angels of a higher heaven compared 
with the wisdom of the angels of a lower heaven. 
In like manner the wisdom of the latter surpasses 
the wisdom of man, for man is in a bodily state 
and in those things that belong to the bodily 
senses, and such things belong to the lowest de- 
gree. This makes clear what kind of wisdom those 
possess who think from things of sense, that is, 
who are called sensual men, namely, that they have ° 
no wisdom, but merely knowledge. But it is oth- 
erwise with men whose thoughts are raised above 
the things of sense, and especially with those 
whose interiors have been opened even into the 
light of heaven. 
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It can be seen how great the wisdom of an- 
gels is from the fact that in the heavens there is 
a communication of all things; intelligence and 
wisdom are communicated from one to another; 
and heaven is a common sharing of all goods; and 
this for the reason that heavenly love wishes what 
is its own to be another’s; consequently no one in 
heaven perceives his own good in himself to be 
good unless it is also in another; and this is the 
source of the happiness of heaven. This the angels 
derive from the Lord, for such is His Divine love. 

The wisdom of the angels is indescribable 
in words; it can only be illustrated by some 
general things. Angels can express in a single 
word what a man cannot express in a thousand 
words. Again, a single angelic word contains in- 
numerable things that cannot be expressed in the 
words of human language; for in each of the things 
uttered by angels there are arcana of wisdom in 
continuous connection that human knowledges 
never reach. Again, what the angels fail to express 
in the words of their speech they make up by the 
tone, in which there is an affection for the things 
in their order. 

So, too, the angels are able to give utterance in 
a few words to every least thing in an entire vol- 


6 Brief Readings» 


ume, and give to every word meanings that elevate 
the mind to interior wisdom; for their speech is 
such as to be in accord with their affections, and 
each word is in accord with their ideas; and their 
words are varied in infinite ways in accord with 
the series of things embraced in the thought. Still 
again, the interior angels are able to recognize from 
the tone and from a few words the entire life of one 
speaking ; for from the tone as varied by the ideas 
in the words they perceive his ruling love, upon 
which as it were every particular of his life is in- 
scribed. 

All this makes clear the nature of angelic wis- 
dom. In comparison with human wisdom it is as 
a myriad to one, or as the moving forces of the 
whole body, which are numberless, to the a¢tivities 
from them which appear to human sense as a single 
thing, or as the thousand particulars of an object 
seen under a perfect microscope to the one obscure 
thing seen by the naked eye. 

The wisdom of the angels of the third or inmost 
heaven is incomprehensible even to those who are 
in the outmost heaven, for the reason that the 
interiors of the angels of the third heaven have 
been opened to the third degree, while the inter- 


iors of angels of the first heaven have been opened 
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only to the first degree; and all wisdom increases 
towards interiors and is perfected as these are 
Opened. 

Because the interiors of the angels of the third 
or inmost heaven have been opened to the third de- 
gree, Divine truths are as it were inscribed on 
them ; for the interiors of the third degree are more 
fully in the form of heaven than the interiors of the 
second and first degrees, and the form of heaven is 
from the Divine truth, thus in accord with the Di- 
vine wisdom, and this is why the truth is seemingly 
inscribed on those angels, or seemingly instinctive 
or inborn in them. Therefore as soon as the an- 
gels hear genuine Divine truths they instantly ac- 
knowledge and perceive them, and afterwards see 
them as it were inwardly in themselves. 

As the angels of that heaven are such they 
never reason about Divine truths, still less do they 
dispute about any truth whether it is true or not; 
nor do they know what it is to believe or to have 
faith. 

But the angels of the first or outmost heaven do 
not have Divine truths thus inscribed on their in- 
teriors, because to them only the first degree of life 


is opened; therefore they reason about truths, and 


those who reason see almost nothing beyond the 
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fact of the matter about which they are reasoning, 
or go no farther beyond the subject than to con- 
firm it by certain considerations, and having con- 
firmed it they say that it must be a matter of faith 
and must be believed. Such do not see truths 
from the light of truth but accept truths either 
from others or from the sense of the letter of the 
Word, which they do not interiorly understand, 
declaring that truths must be believed, or that one 
must have faith in them; and they are then unwill- 
ing to have any interior sight admitted. The an- 
gels said that such are unable to reach the first 
threshold of the palace of wisdom, still less to enter 
into it and wander about in its grounds, for they 
stop at the first step It is not so with those 
that are in truths themselves; nothing impedes 
these from going on and progressing without limit, 
for the truths they see lead them wherever they 
go, and into wide fields, for every truth has in- 
finite extension and is in conjunction with mani- 
fold others. 

They said still further that the wisdom of the 
angels of the inmost heaven consists principally in 
this, that they see Divine and heavenly things in 
every single object, and wonderful things in a 
series of many objects; for every thing that ap- 
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pears before their eyes is a correspondent ; as when 
they see palaces and gardens their view does not 
stop at the thing that is before their eyes, but they 
see the interior things from which it springs, that 
is, to which it corresponds, and this with all va- 
riety in accordance with the aspect of the objects ; 
thus they see innumerable things at the same time 
in their order and connection; and this so fills 
their minds with delight that they seem to be car- 
ried away from themselves. 

Such are the angels of the third heaven, be- 
cause they are in love to the Lord, and that love 
opens the interiors of the mind to the third degree, 
and is a receptacle of all things of wisdom. It 
must be understood also that the angels of the in- 
most heaven are still being continually perfected 
in wisdom, and this differently from the angels of 
the outmost heaven. The angels of the inmost 
heaven do not store up Divine truths in the mem- 
ory and thus make out of them a kind of science; 
but as soon as they hear them they perceive them 
and apply them to the life. For this reason Divine 
truths are as permanent with them as if they were 
inscribed on them, for what is committed to the 
life is as something contained in it. 

But it is not so with the angels of the outmost 
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heaven. These first store up Divine truths in the 
memory and stow them away as knowledge, and 
draw them out therefrom to perfect their under- 
standing by them, and will them and apply them > 
to the life, but with no interior perception whether 
they are truths; and in consequence they are in 
comparative obscurity. 

It is a notable fa&t that the angels of the third 
heaven are perfected in wisdom by hearing and not 
by seeing. What they hear from preachings does 
not enter into their memory, but enters directly 
into their perception and will, and comes to be a 
matter of life; but what they see with their eyes 
does enter into their memory, and they reason 
and talk about it; which shows how with them the 
way of hearing is the way of wisdom. This, too, 
is from correspondence, for the ear corresponds to 
obedience, and obedience belongs to the life ; while 
the eye corresponds to intelligence, and intelligence 
is a matter of doctrine. The state of these angels 
is described in different parts of the Word, as in 
Feremtiah, 


“T will put My law in their mind, and write it on their 
heart. ....They shall teach no more every one his 
friend and every one his brother, saying, Know ye 
Jehovah ; for they shall all know Me, from the least 
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of them even unto the greatest of them” (xxxi. 33 
34). 


And in Matthew, 


“Your discourse shall be Yea, yea, Nay, nay; what is 
more than these is from evil” (v. 37). 


“What is more than these is from evil” because it 
is not from the Lord. 

There is a still further reason, and this is 
in heaven the primary reason, why the angels are 
able to receive so great wisdom, namely, that they 
are without the love of self; for to the extent that 
any one is without the love of self he has the ca- 
pacity to be wise in Divine things. It is that love 
that closes up the interiors against the Lord and 
heaven, and opens the exteriors and turns them to 
self; and in consequence all in whom that love 
rules are in thick darkness in respe& to the things 
of heaven, however much light they may have in 
worldly matters. The angels, on the other hand, 
are in the light of wisdom because they are without 
the love of self; for the heavenly loves in which 
they are, which are love to the Lord and love to- 
wards the neighbor, open the interiors, because 
these loves are from the Lord and the Lord Him- 
self is in them. 

Although the angels are unceasingly perfected 
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in wisdom, their wisdom, even to eternity, cannot 
become so perfect that there can be any ratio 
between it and the Lord’s Divine wisdom; for 
the Lord’s Divine wisdom is infinite and the wis- 
dom of angels finite; and between what is infinite 
and what is finite no ratio is possible. 

As it is wisdom that makes the angels perfect 
and constitutes their life, and as heaven with its 
good things flows into every one in the measure 
of his wisdom, so all in heaven desire and hunger 
for wisdom much as a hungry man hungers for 
food. So, too, knowledge, intelligence, and wis-. 
dom are spiritual nutriment, as food is natural nu- 
triment; and the one corresponds to the other. 

The angels in the same heaven, or in the same 
society of heaven, are not all in like wisdom; their 
wisdom differs. Those at the centre are in the 
greatest wisdom, and those round about even to 
the borders are in less wisdom. The decrease of 
wisdom in accord with the distance from the centre 
is like the decrease of light verging to shade. 
Their light is in the same degree as their wis- 
dom, since the light of heaven is the Divine 
wisdom, and every one is in light in the measure 


of his reception of wisdom. 


(Heaven and Hell, n. 265-275.) 
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I. WHAT IT IS THAT MAKES HEAVEN 
II. WHAT IS MEANT BY CORRESPONDENCE 
III. THE LIGHT AND HEAT OF HEAVEN 
IV. THE ENVIRONMENT OF ANGELS 
V. GOVERNMENT AND WORSHIP IN HEAVEN 
VI. SPEECH AND WRITING IN HEAVEN 
VII. THE WISDOM OF THE ANGELS 
VIII. INNOCENCE AND PEACE OF ANGELS. 
IX. LITTLE CHILDREN IN HEAVEN 
X. THE RICH AND THE POOR IN HEAVEN 
XI. MARRIAGES IN HEAVEN 
- XII. HEAVENLY JOY AND HAPPINESS 
XIII. ENTRANCE INTO ETERNAL LIFE 
XIV. WHAT MAN IS AFTER DEATH 
XV. THE LIFE THAT LEADS TO HEAVEN 


XVI. HELL IS EVIL SPRINGING FROM LOVE 
OF SELF 


XVII. MAN GOES TO HELL BY HIS OWN 
CHOICE 


XVIII. EQUILIBRIUM AND HUMAN FREEDOM 
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